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Dear Parents and Carers, I would like to warmly welcome you to our school.  This booklet will hopefully give you a flavour of all of the wonderful things going on here at Braeburn, as well as equipping you with all the necessary information to ensure the school day runs smoothly for your child.
Braeburn Primary & Nursery Academy is a two form entry inclusive school in the Eastfield area of Scarborough, North Yorkshire.  We are very proud of our school and we seek to serve not just our pupils, but indeed, our whole school community in Eastfield. 
We are part of the Ebor Multi-Academy Trust which consists of over 20 schools across York, North Yorkshire, East Riding and The Humber.  Ebor stands for Excellence, Belonging, Opportunity, Respect:

· Excellence in all we do

· A sense of belonging and solidarity for everyone in our group

· Opportunities that are presented when we work well together

· Respect for what we do and for each other.
We celebrate the uniqueness of each individual setting and share skills and resources, where appropriate, across our group.  
We value every member of our community and have a team of professionals who will willingly give up their time to listen to you and support you in any way they can.  
 

We believe that the whole learning experience for our children includes that at home as well as at school, we therefore understand the need to work in partnership in order to achieve the best possible outcomes for all of our children and their families.

 

If you have any further questions, would like to arrange a visit to our school, or would like to contact one of the team – please don’t hesitate to contact us.

Kindest regards
 

Tim Jolly
Head teacher
“Our Vision"
 
"We can because we believe we can…"
 
At Braeburn Primary & Nursery Academy our children and families are at the very heart of everything we do. 
 
We strive to create a culture and environment which inspires each individual within our school community to be the very best that they can be. 
 
We have the highest expectations of achievement and behaviour and offer a nurturing and supportive ethos where we can celebrate difference and ensure that everyone meets their full potential.
 
We value every individual and commit to ensuring everyone feels listened to and heard.  We place the highest importance on our close working relationships with parents and other members of our community.
 
We offer the highest quality educational experience, aiming to inspire a generation of lifelong learners, who take pride in their achievements and take ownership of their learning.
 
We believe creativity and imagination is the key to developing future passions and talents.  We have a positive, “can do” attitude, believing that the sky is our limit, and we will think creatively and outside the box to meet the needs of our learners and our community. 
 
At Braeburn Primary & Nursery Academy we have the highest aspirations…
We can because we believe we can!  

Our Key Values

· We are kind, caring & polite 

· We listen carefully & follow instructions 

· We try hard to do our best.

Parents / Carers, we ask for your support in ensuring the children have these values reinforced at home.
Equal Opportunities Statement

Our school policies outline the commitment of the staff and Governors of Braeburn Primary & Nursery Academy to ensure that equality of opportunity is available to all members of the school community.
For our school this means not simply treating everybody the same, but understanding and tackling the different barriers which could lead to unequal outcomes for different groups of pupils in school, together with celebrating and valuing the achievements and strengths of all members of the school community.

We believe that equality at our school should permeate all aspects of school life and is the responsibility of every member of the school and wider community. Every member of the school community should feel safe, secure, valued and of equal worth. We endeavour to ensure that they should all be fully able to access all that the school has to offer regardless of their needs.

The curriculum planning that is done takes careful note of this variety, presenting all sections of society in a positive way using positive role models, drawing on the diversity of the school community and challenging stereotypes. We respect the community experience that pupils bring to the school and support and encourage active and co-operative involvement in local communities.

The school actively discourages and challenges any inappropriate language or behaviour displayed.

About our School

We are a large 4/5 form entry school with over 1100 pupils in the East of Barking and Dagenham.  The previous Infant and Junior schools amalgamated in 2012 to form William Bellamy Primary School.  Our building is a mixture of the original building which dates back to the 1960s and our brand new extension which opened in October 2014.  The extension links the two previous sites giving us a new shared entrance, staffroom, meeting room and three new classrooms.

We also have a brand new purpose built 156 place Nursery which offers both morning and afternoon sessions.  We run a breakfast club every morning from 7.45am and have close links to the local after school club, Cornerstones.  We are also linked with William Bellamy Children’s Centre, which is on our site.

What makes William Bellamy special?

· Our truly inclusive ethos

· Our passionate, caring and committed staff who are dedicated to ensuring each child reaches their potential

· The many ways our school works positively with our parents

· Friendly children, from all over the world, who speak over 50 languages between them!

· Our Nurture Team which ensures that all of our pupils’ and families’ needs are fully met

· The experiences across the curriculum we ensure our children have whilst with us 

· Our Events Manager who organises a wide range of exciting events and activities for our pupils and families

· Our “Stay on Green” system which is consistently used throughout the school to promote outstanding behaviour

· The community feel within and around the School

· Our Gold Sports Mark award – we are the only primary school in the borough to have received this

· Our approach to outdoor learning with our newly developed outdoor classroom and pond
· The Voice – our active Parent Forum

· Our excellent displays and celebration of achievements around the school 

· Our allotments and commitment to educating our pupils about healthy sustainable food.
Parents as Partners
We believe that close cooperation between home and school is essential, and aim to keep parents as informed as possible about the progress their children are making, the methods we use to teach the children and ways in which they can support their children's learning. We value and celebrate all cultures and religious beliefs within the school.
It is clear that children make the most of their school experience when there is good communication between home and school.  As well as informal contacts with school, you will be invited to come to Parent Consultations where you will have the opportunity to talk to your child’s teacher and discuss their progress. Senior staff and the Family Support Team are usually in the playground at the start of each day. Please feel free to approach them if you have a question or a concern, or would just like a chat!
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There will also be opportunities to come to “workshops” run by the school staff and visiting professionals where you will be able to have first hand experience of the types of activities, methods of learning and materials that your child uses.  These may also suggest ways of parents helping their children at home.
In addition to this we run a wide range of events during the course of the year, both in school time and out, aimed at involving as many parents as possible. The children really enjoy seeing school staff and families having fun!

Our Classes
Our classes are all named after wildlife creatures!
	Foundation Stage 2
	Reception
	Lions
	Tigers

	Key Stage 1
	Year 1
	Seals
	Starfish

	
	Year 2
	Hedgehogs
	Deer

	Key Stage 2
	Year 3
	Jellyfish
	Coral

	
	Year 4
	Dolphins
	Oysters

	
	Year 5
	Otters
	Turtles

	
	Year 6
	Whales
	Stingrays


The School Day

	Key Stage 2
	FS2 / Key Stage 1
	Morning Nursery
	Afternoon Nursery

	School starts    8:45am

Break      10:30 – 10:45 

Lunch        12:00 – 1:00  

School ends      3:05pm
	School starts    8:55am

Break      10:30 – 10:45

Lunch        12:00 – 1:00
School ends      3:00pm
	School starts    9:00am

School ends    12.00pm
	School starts   12:30pm

School ends      3:30pm


Gates open at xxxam every morning, however, please ensure pupils in FS / KS1 are supervised in the playground until the bell goes at 8.55am.  We have staff on duty in the KS2 playground from xxxam.  Nursery gates open at xxxam.
Please note that if your child arrives at school after the start of the school day they will be marked as late.
Gates are locked throughout the school day as a safeguarding precaution. 
Gates open for end of day collection at xxxam.  Please note, all pupils from Nursery to MUST be collected by an adult over the age of ?16.  Pass word? Named adults?
For the safety of all we ask that everybody walks into school via the paths provided & DO NOT USE the driveway. If your child is brought to Breakfast club by car you may park briefly in the first Car Park.
Breakfast Club

We run a free daily breakfast club from 8am courtesy of “Magic Breakfast”.  The children are provided with cereal and toast and we have a range of games and activities.
After School Clubs

We are proud to provide a wide range of after school clubs which are run by both school staff and outside providers.  For an up to date list of what is on please see the school website.
Healthy Eating

Drinks and Snacks

We are a healthy school and therefore encourage children to eat healthily whilst here. Drinks and snacks can be brought in from home by children to drink at mid-morning break.  This should be water or fruit juice. Please do not send glass bottles or cans.  They may also bring a piece of fruit or a non-sugary snack to eat.

Children in KS1 and Foundation stage are given an item of fruit free each day as part of a scheme to encourage healthy eating. We are also able to provide milk to drink each day – parents can sign up for this on www.coolmilk.com.

We provide all children with water bottles and children are encouraged to drink water throughout the day.

School Meals

There is a choice of school dinners provided by us or children can bring in a healthy packed lunch. (No products containing nuts, sweets or fizzy drinks please).All children in Reception and KS1 are entitled to a free school meal. The menus are designed to provide a healthy choice of food, and cater for vegetarian diets as well as religious diets. You need to ensure that the school knows if your child has any dietary needs.

There is a 3 weekly cycle of menus. This changes twice during the year and leaflets are available from the school office or can be viewed on our school website. School staff ensure that children are aware of the choices for the day and encourage them to choose healthily.

Attendance and Punctuality

We want your child to feel settled and happy and to make good progress in school.  To achieve this, it is important that your child comes to school regularly and on time.

We expect that children attend school every day. We understand that occasionally they are ill and will need to be kept at home, however the expectation is that they are in school at least 96% of the time which is in line with the National expectation.

Coming to school on time, every day is the best way to ensure that your child makes the best of all learning opportunties offered. To encourage our pupils to come to school every day on time we have a range of incentives!
In Key Stage 2 pupils who have attendance of 99% or above during a term will become part of the prestigious "99ers club" and get a bespoke wrist band!  For EYFS and Key Stage 1 the pupils who come to school every day for 5 days will receive a special attendance badge, each week they can collect a different badge to add to their collection.  They also get entered into the termly attendance raffle where GREAT prizes can be won.
The law makes parents/carers responsible for their child’s attendance at school from the time the child comes into school in the term they are 5 years old.  If your child does not attend school, or if he/she is often late, you can be taken to court by the Local Authority.

If your child is absent or late for school, it is important to let us know the reason – by phoning, speaking to a member of staff or by writing to us.

If you have some difficulty getting your child to school, please contact the Head Teacher, another member of SLT or a member of our Inclusion Team. We may be able to help.

We strongly discourage families from going on holiday during term time. We are unable to authorise time taken out of school, except in very extraordinary situations. Taking a child out of school on an unauthorised holiday could result in the parents being fined by the Local Authority or the child losing their school place.

Health and Safety

Medicines

Generally medicines are not given to children in school. However, in some circumstances arrangements can be made.
A written request must be made on behalf of the child by someone having parental responsibility.

A record will be kept of all drugs to be administered at school.
It is very important that the school is aware of any medical condition that a child suffers from, and how it may affect them at school.
Children who suffer from asthma must have their pump(s) in school at all times, clearly labelled with their name. The school should be aware of relevant doses.

Road Safety

Road safety is a topic covered regularly within the school curriculum. We have regular visits from different professionals conveying important safety messages.
We ask that parents do not park outside the school gates when dropping off or picking up. This is important as it helps us to ensure that the children are kept safe.

Uniform

Everyone at William Bellamy Primary feels proud to belong to such a nurturing and thriving community.  Our children continue to represent us in the locality and out on school trips too; we encourage our pupils to wear their uniform with pride and show everyone they come across what outstanding individuals they truly are!
 

Please see below for a list of school uniform. This can be purchased at Premiere Schoolwear in Dagenham aswell as via the Tesco website.
Girls 

· Black or grey skirt / pinafore / trousers;
· Yellow or white polo shirt / shirt;
· Royal blue school jumper or royal blue cardigan;
· Blue checked summer dress;
· Black, grey or white socks or tights;
· Black flat shoes.
 

Boys
 

· Black or grey trousers / shorts;
· Yellow or white polo shirt / shirt;
· Royal blue school jumper;
· Black, grey or white socks;
· Black shoes;
 

 

· Hair must be tied back;
· No "extreme" hairstyles e.g. carving in hair, Mohicans, hair colouring
· No nail varnish, false nails or make up;
· No jewellery - ears should be pierced during school holidays.  If a child attends school with pierced earrings in and is unable to remove them, they must be covered and the child will be unable to participate in PE lessons or outdoor break or lunch;
· School bags should be small enough to fit on a peg.  Book bags should suffice.
· Please note that boots may be worn to school but children will be asked to change into their plimsolls or school shoes when they arrive.
P.E

The children will do PE either once or twice a week depending on their age. They need a PE kit to change into which should be a white T-shirt and blue or black shorts or tracksuit bottoms, depending on the time of year. They will also need plimsolls or trainers.

Please ensure all these items of clothing are clearly marked with your child’s name.

Our Curriculum

At Braeburn we believe learning should be exciting! Our ultimate aim is to have a highly enjoyable and creative curriculum which incorporates the needs, thoughts and ideas of every learner. We are prepared to listen, be creative and try out new ideas, to ensure that all of our pupils are motivated, engaged and enthusiastic in order to get the most out of each and every learning experience.

The school follows guidance from the National Curriculum to ensure that statutory requirements are met.  English and Maths teaching is usually delivered in the morning.  The curriculum is differentiated to meet the needs of all learners.  Year groups plan together to allow equality of provision.  The school has robust assessment and monitoring systems to ensure that high standards are met through an engaging and exciting curriculum. 

Art, Design & Technology, Geography, History, Music and Computing are taught through a creative curriculum called the 'International Primary Curriculum' which is a resource to support and enrich the learning opportunities. The school endeavors to deliver a curriculum which pupils can easily relate to and to inspire both pupils and our teaching staff.  As well as providing a platform for cross-curricular learning, these themes have also provided the impetus for exciting "WOW" experiences which may include out of school learning opportunities alongside exciting activities at the beginning and end of each topic.

The Creative Curriculum planning is truly inclusive with a variable mixture of topics, projects, out of class experiences and themed weeks to motivate the pupils and give them enthusiasm for their learning. We hope that the implementation of this new curriculum will give the children a broader outlook on life and raise their own aspirations. The children are actively involved in the planning, delivery and evaluation of each terms topics and will therefore have complete ownership of their curriculum.
Religious Education is taught following North Yorkshire guidelines and is endorsed by SACRE. Personal, Social and Health Education along with Relationships and Sex Education follows a personalised curriculum written in collaboration with the Christopher Winters Project. Highly skilled, specialist teachers deliver French and Physical Education for Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. 

 
In the Early Years the curriculum is slightly different. We follow the EYFS framework which is underpinned by 4 main principles: a unique child, positive relationships, enabling environments, learning and development.

It highlights the importance of learning through play. It also emphasises the valuable opportunities that learning outdoors can offer. There are three prime areas – Personal, Social & Emotional Development, Communication & Language and Physical Development.  The prime areas will help the children to develop skills in four specific areas – Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and Expressive Arts & Design. An important aspect of this phase of a child’s learning is the opportunity it provides for them to make their own choices and to explore things that they are interested in.

Special Educational Needs

At Braeburn Primary & Nursery Academy every child matters.  We aim to create a happy healthy, safe and secure learning and aspirational environment.  We encourage all children to become independent lifelong learners who achieve their full potential.  We positively promote caring attitudes, respect and responsibility towards each other, the environment and the wider community.
Special educational needs is defined by the code of practice 2014 “Those pupils who have significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age.  Those pupils who have a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools”.
We welcome all pupils within our community regardless of their ability or needs. Children with Special Education Needs will be admitted to the school, subject to the additional support they require being available from within existing school resources or being provided by the Local Authority. If we have concerns about your child we will share them with you and ask for your support. If you have concerns about your child, please share them.

We work very hard to support all pupils to ensure that they make the best possible progress. Our SENDCo (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-Ordinator) oversees the provision for children who have special educational needs, and works closely with both families and a wide range of outside agencies to ensure that we are meeting their needs. The school has an Occupational Therapist and two specialised Speech & Language Support staff to support children with these needs.
Our school website offers more detailed information about our offer for pupils with SEND. 
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Sports at Braeburn
We aim to be a school in which physical education caters for the needs and aspirations of each child.  We seek to foster the full potential of each child through a range of physical activities, both competitive and non-competitive.  We provide opportunities for children to participate in traditional sporting activities such as football, netball, cricket, athletics, basketball and swimming, in addition to gymnastics, dance and outdoor education.  We provide this range of activities through the involvement of parents, teachers, local sports clubs and sports promotion groups.

We allocate at least 5% of our curriculum time to physical education with further enhancements such as our lunchtime sports coaching, annual sports days, extra-curricular sports clubs and participation in organised local competitions.  We always aim to involve as many children as possible in the school’s sporting activities and will continue to do so.

The Arts at Braeburn
At William Bellamy we provide the children with a wide range of opportunities to learn through the arts. We aim to engage all the children through these activities and to foster their creativity. We see the arts as an ideal way to raise children’s self-esteem and to develop perseverance, cooperation and confidence.

We have systematically developed teaching and learning models which embed art as a form of learning. We teach many cross curricular units with an arts focus.

The children have the opportunity to participate in arts events and visits, and are provided with a range of experiences to develop their understanding of art forms. We regularly have whole school arts projects providing the children with opportunities to participate in large scale work.

Our Nurture Team

At William Bellamy the pupils' emotional well being is at the heart of everything we do.  We are proud to offer a team of people dedicated to supporting pupils with their social, emotional and behavioural needs and their families.  Our Family support team, which includes a Child and Family Professional, two Family Support Workers and a Parent Support Advisor are available to offer all sorts of support to families where needed.  We also have Nurture Groups in both Key Stage 1 (Rainbow SEB) and Key Stage 2 (Sunshine SEB).  Our Nurture Groups run every afternoon for up to 10 pupils. We also have a team of Learning Mentors and Behaviour Mentors who support key pupils within the classroom setting, deliver small group work in social skills and work with some pupils on a 1-1 mentoring basis.  In addition, our School Psychotherapist is with us 4 days a week and can offer 1-1 counselling to our pupils.
Extra-Curricular Activities 

We run a wide range of after school activities which change from term to term. Some are run by school staff and some by outside agencies that we organise to come in. There are choices for all ages of children, and we try hard to cater for the requests made to us by children and parents. We are always open to suggestions!
Home Learning

We believe that home learning is a vital link in the working partnership between children, parents and staff. Worthwhile tasks that are completed at home enable children to appreciate the help and support of their families in “thinking together” and enables parents to help and be involved in their children’s education. It also has an important role to play in reinforcing and extending the learning and teaching that has taken place in the classroom.

The Purpose of Home Learning

· To develop an effective partnership between school, parents and other carers in pursuing the aims of the school in helping all children to achieve their potential;

· To widen pupils’ learning experiences and to raise the awareness of parents to the availability and variety of additional learning resources e.g. library, ICT, seeking the experiences of others;

· To provide an opportunity for parents to become more involved in the academic development of their child;

· To consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in literacy and maths;

· To exploit resources for learning of all kinds at home and in the wider world;

· To provide an enjoyable and purposeful supplement to class work;

· To extend school learning, for example, through additional reading;

· To encourage children as they get older to develop the confidence and self discipline needed to study independently.

Home Learning in Nursery & Reception

Learning together is the emphasis for children in Nursery & Reception. The activities are literacy based with a strong emphasis on talking and reading together. It is an ideal time to lay the foundations for continuing work at home.

Home Learning in Key Stage1

For children in Key Stage One we encourage parents to work together with their child to support them with their home learning. The emphasis remains on Literacy and Reading but we include ways in which children can be supported with important Maths skills. Children will also be given a curriculum related project to complete each half term.

Home Learning in Key Stage 2

As children get older, home learning provides an opportunity for them to develop the skill of independent learning. It is important that parents support their children but good habits of independent study should be encouraged.  The main focus for home learning in Key Stage 2 continues to be Literacy and Maths however children may also be given more varied tasks related to their Creative Curriculum topics from time to time.

School Policies

We have a wide range of policies which set out how we teach the children as well as how the school is run. These have been written in consultation with staff and governors, and where appropriate with children and parents.

The full range of school policies can be viewed on the school

 website.

Governors’ Charging Policy

The school does not charge for the general education it provides, the trips we take children on or for the after school activities it runs. However, occasionally it is necessary to make a small charge to cover part of the costs incurred. We try to keep these at an absolute minimum.

There are some exceptions such as residential trips run. For further details please contact the school office.

What to do if you are unhappy about something

Usually, the best way to sort out complaints is to talk the issue through with a teacher or someone else on the school staff. The Senior Leadership Team are available in the playground at the beginning of each day and are always happy to help.

In cases of difficulty, we have a complaints procedure which is agreed with the Local Authority.  A copy of this is available through the school office.
We hope that this prospectus has provided you with a wide range of information that you will find useful. If there is anything else that you would like to know then please ask us. We are always happy to help!

We look forward to welcoming you to the William Bellamy School community.
