
Reading
How is Reading taught at 

Braeburn?



Little Wandle
Little Wandle is an approved systematic phonics scheme. The 
scheme begins with the early years and continues through the 
phases until the end of Year One. As a school we made the decision 
to use Year One planning in Year Two as these children were behind 
the expected level for phonics. The programme requires fidelity 
meaning no other cards, posters or language should be used. It is 
important staff regularly log in and check for new webinars, training 
or rewatch CPD videos. 
In EY and KS1 we have weekly, informal 
drop-ins and CPD to help support each
other with the scheme. These usually 
happen every Monday night and anyone
 is welcome to attend. 



Reading for Real
As a school, we all use Reading for Real - even in EYFS 
and KS1. The difference between EYFS/KS1 and KS2 is 
that KS2 follow the structured sessions of R4R whilst 
EYFS/KS1 will use the strategies in their book talk. 

Reading should be:
collective, reciprocal, supportive,
cumulative, purposeful

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JymKMoM8Wv0kanfmlYGswpgwwmzJHuXlF0H2XckIhFM/edit#slide=id.gf0d424a743_0_812


Phonics and early reading

Teach reading: 
change lives



Phonics
What is currently in place?



Team Wave 1 Provision Wave 2 Provision Speech and Language Parents Communication

EYFS Phonics Daily 15-20 mins

Reading x3

Grapheme Catch up

Blending
EA 
Mon/Tues/Wed
EM
Thurs/Fri

EM - Thurs/Fri am Books online to be 
available ASAP (EA 
working with Tech 
Support)

Y1/2 Phonics x10

Reading x3

Y2 Shine

LW Blending catch up
EA 
Mon/Tues/Wed
EM
Thurs/Fri

BC Each PM 1hr for 
Phase (Staffing to be 
checked for reading 
squad)

Books online currently 
available

Y3/4 Y3 Daily Phonics
20 mins
Reading for Real + Shine

Y4 Daily Phonics
Reading for Real + Shine

Grapheme 
RCo
Blending
CB
Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri
1:30-3

LM pm- 1hr for each 
phase. 

Spelling homework linked 
to Phonics

Y5/6 Reading for Real x3

Y5 Shine x1

Y6 SATs skills practise

Blending
CB
1-1:30 with Y5
DS
1-2 with Y6 

Spelling homework linked 
to Phonics



Phonics
What does Phonics look like in 

EYFS and KS1?



Phonics in EYFS 
Nursery
Children are accessing Phase 1 provision. This involves developing 
listening skills using plenty of songs and rhymes. Staff pay 
particular focus to how we are using our mouths when we speak. 
Reception
Children are working through the Little Wandle programme and 
currently starting the Reception Spring One Programme. Children 
respond well to the programme. We have found that there is work 
to be done on tricky words and this will be covered as additional 
provision to ensure children are secure by Summer term. 



Phonics in KS1 
Year One
Children have covered Reception terms to recover sounds missed due to 
Covid and address gaps in learning. Children continued to access 2 
phonics lessons a day and access the Year One programme during the 
autumn term. The children will have completed the Year One coverage 
by June 2022 in preparation for the screen. 
Year Two
Children have completed the Little Wandle programme. In the December 
screen we had 50% of the children pass, meaning they no longer need 
to access a Little Wandle Phonics lesson. These children will begin to 
cover a Y2 phonics and spelling programme. In order to ensure no 
learner is left behind, all Y2 children will cover the Y2 programme of 
study for spelling and grammar during afternoon sessions. 



Phonics
What does Phonics look like in 

LKS2?



Phonics in LKS2 
Year Three and Four
Children in Year 3 started daily phonics sessions in order to 
address gaps in learning. Assessments have been conducted and 
from this we have worked together to devise a plan. 

There will be two groups in Y4. Both groups will complete the daily 
revisit and review section then one group will complete a ‘phase 6’ 
activity and the other will complete the planned session. 



Phonics
How do we assess Phonics?



Assessments
Little Wandle Assessments
Every six weeks an assessment takes place, from this it is possible to see which 
children are on track, who needs in class support and who needs a more formal 
intervention. Staff will complete their own assessments this term, input data and receive 
a heatmap. The heatmap shows overall areas of weakness as well as helping the 
Phonics team plan appropriate interventions.

Phonics Screen
At the end of each cycle children in Year One and some Year Two children will sit a 
Phonics Screen with EA. These results are the sent to Ebor and The English Hub as a 
means on monitoring progress across all schools. 

Fluency Assessment
The KS2 Fluency assessments have helped inform interventions for KS2. Intervention 
staff plan the necessary interventions for the flagged children. After being flagged on the 
fluency assessment these children have sat the Little Wandle Assessment so that the 
phonics team can address gaps alongside the Wave One teaching taking place. 



Phonics
What does Wave 2 Provision look 

like?



Phonics Wave 2 Provision
EYFS, Year One and Two
Teachers/Assistant Teachers cover daily GPC gaps. Gaps 
should be identified in morning session and covered in the 
afternoon. 
Phonics team will provide ‘Super Supported Catch Up’ for the 
bottom 20% and target children. 
Phonics team to begin new Blending Intervention Catch Up 
this term, groups have been formed using the end of Autumn 
2 data. 
All intervention records are to be updated daily and teachers 
can access regularly to ensure they are clear on the provision 
being provided for their children. 



Phonics Wave 2 Provision
Year Three and Four
There is daily GPC gap filling teaching. Gaps should be 
identified by class teachers. These sessions will be quick, 
flashcard recaps to prepare them for the afternoon sessions. 
Phonics team will provide ‘Super Supported Catch Up’ for the 
bottom 20% and target children. 
Phonics team lead Blending Intervention Catch Up. 

All intervention records are to be updated daily and teachers 
can access regularly to ensure they are clear on the provision 
being provided for their children. 



Phonics Wave 2 Provision
Year Five and Six
There will be a blending intervention taking place with those children who 
are still in need of a focused programme. The programme will be completed 
in small groups either 1:1, 1:2 or 1:3 depending on the abilities of the 
children. 
All intervention records are to be updated daily and teachers can access 
regularly to ensure they are clear on the provision being provided for their 
children.

The assessments will be the same as in Year 3 and 4, we use the fluency 
data to flag children and then use the Little Wandle assessments to identify 
gaps. These assessments will take place in a few weeks with a view to 
begin interventions before half term. This obviously depends on staff 
availability, but we will do our best to work together and get these up and 
running as soon as possible. 



Reading
What does Reading look like in 

EYFS and KS1?



Home Reading
All children are given a Little Wandle Reading Book to take home. This is a 
book that is matched to their phonics assessments, teachers can select 
books from the list provided by Little Wandle to ensure it is phonetically 
decodable and children will read at 90% fluency. This must be a book they 
have read and unpicked with the reading squad in school. Parents and 
carers have responded well to this new approach and most of the queries 
and concerns were picked up during our open sessions. 

Children also take home a Braeburn Reading for Pleasure book. These 
books are not meant to be read by the child independently. They range from 
simple picture books to chapter books, non-fiction texts, poetry books etc. 
The idea being that we are exposing our children to a wider range of texts 
and taking away the need to decode so they can enjoy the act of book 
sharing. 



School Reading Time
Children in Reception, Year One and Year Two read three times a 
week with our Reading Squad. The Reading Squad is made up of 
the class teacher and a range of assistant teachers that visit 
classrooms. Each adult has a small group of 4 or 5 children. They 
will then take the children, the reading pack and reading records to 
be signed to a quiet area for a 20 minute reading session. 

There are 3 sessions across the week.
1. Decoding (supporting children to use phonics as the only means 

to decode)
2. Prosody (reading with meaning, stress and intonation)
3. Comprehension (understanding the text)



Class Reading Time
During Reading Squad time one class is without an 
assistant teacher, so this time is used to enjoy a 
class book. Depending on the age of the class this 
may be a picture or class book. The 
focus of these sessions should be 
engaging with a text and enjoying 
book talk together.

 



Reading
What does Reading look like in 

KS2?



Class Reading Time
● 3x Reading for Real sessions

● 1x Shine focused skills session (or in Y6 SATs skills 
practise)

●
● ERIC daily to build stamina reading their home-school 

book.

● Reading records should be used by staff, parents and 
children. 



Reading Wave Maps
Reading is our catalyst.

Wave maps have been designed for years 1-6 to outline 
the skills taught each week.

Shine focus groups have also been created which focus on 
gaps filling particular reading skills.



End of Day Reading 
In addition to teaching Reading, we also share stories with children where 
they can just simply listen. This models fluency, expression and promotes 
enjoyment for Reading. 

In EYFS and KS1 children have a class reading session during Reading 
Squad time. On the other days of the week these are completed at 2:45. 

In KS2, we will all stop and read at 2:45 each day except for PPA days.

The book can be any book you (or the children) choose but you may find 
it useful to use this time to engage pupils in their spine books.



Reading
What should our libraries look 

like?



Book Bands
The Little Wandle scheme comes with an entire reading 
package. The books are matched and phonetically 
decodable. When the children have completed the 
assessment we will use the heatmap to ensure that they are 
reading an appropriate book. Staff are doing a great job of 
monitoring books and making sure they are returned to 
school. Please keep reminding children, and parents, to take 
care of these books and bring them to school daily. 

The books are kept in clear wallets in the Lower School 
Library. In order to keep it simple please take a whole pack of 
books and return a whole pack of books. This means we have 
a clear system for taking out and returning rather than odd 
books being taken and lost. Please do not store books for 
future weeks in your cupboards as this will cause confusion.  
Thank you to the EY and KS1 team for your hard work in 
keeping this area tidy. 



Book Bands
Lime (Stars) 11

Brown (Mercury/Venus) 12/13

Grey (Earth/Mars) 14/15

Navy (Jupiter) 16

Dark Red (Saturn) 17

Claret (Supernova) 18

Free Readers

In KS2, children read a book from their 
class libraries with these book bands. 
They can read a spine or communal 
library book as an additional text.

Children should only move up when 
they are reading fluently and 
comprehending well. Just because they 
have read all of the books doesn’t mean 
they are ready to move on.

Children accessing a phonics 
intervention will need to read a book 
linked to their phase like in KS1.

Re-reading books builds fluency so 
don’t be tempted to change books too 
quickly when pupils are reading below 
age-related expectations.



Class libraries
In KS2, each classroom should have a library. Ideally, 
this would have a space for children to sit and read. If 
space is an issue, we focus on making the environment 
engaging and accessible.

The key is: small selection, high quality.

We gradually build the library by including 
non-fiction/topic books each term and the Spine books.



Reading
How are Spine books used?



The Braeburn Reading Spine
These are for you to take back to your team rooms today for immediate 
use.

Spine books are the “books to read before you leave year…” 

We keep these books in school and will gradually add and build the spines 
with updated, relevant texts.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x_5EzEjZ4jlEzkTMPhic4gP6e6f8akZ9UpxqfI3eUTg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x_5EzEjZ4jlEzkTMPhic4gP6e6f8akZ9UpxqfI3eUTg/edit


Reading
What displays do we have?



Phonics displays
We have  expectations for 
phonics displays throughout 
school. 

Everyone must have these in 
place.

We have worked  with our teams 
so they know how to use them.



Vocabulary builder
Every classroom has  a vocabulary display. We add to 
this when reading to grow children’s vocabulary and refer 
to it in other areas of the curriculum.

We have a ‘ Word of the Day’  in KS2 and ensure we 
encourage children to try to use new language. The 
more we model new language, the more our children will 
use it. 



Reading Journey
In every classroom, there is a reading journey or graffiti wall to map 
our key events in the class story. This will look different across 
school but the basis will be the same. In KS1, there will be a focus 
on summarising and retelling so their journey will plot events whilst 
in KS2 there will be more detail. In KS2, there will be inferences, 
predictions and additional relevant skills shown on their journey. 
Our working walls are  added to in many ways: post it notes, 
teacher modelling, children’s input, images, photographs, thought 
bubbles or anything else that is relevant. 
Children need to use this so make it purposeful and interact with it 
in your lessons. We want to keep our reading live and purposeful. .



Reading Rivers
In corridors across school, we have Reading 
Rivers which are ready to be populated.
These show the texts that we expose our 
children to throughout the year: books from 
the curriculum overview and spine books.
We  add comments from children, pictures 
from lessons or examples of work.


